Floating Stone featuring Jeff Aug (USA / guitar) and Niko Lai (Germany / percussion)

The History of Segue
The Last 3 Years Now Available as a Double-CD!

In 1998, a year after the break-up of his world-renowned Washington, D.C. rock band Sorry About Your Daughter (Marlboro Music/Edel), Jeff took the big plunge and flew to Germany to support the release of his 2nd self-produced acoustic guitar album In the Breezeway.  With the help of former Johnny Cash tourmanager Toon Sengers, Jeff toured throughout Germany and Holland as headliner and as support for Albert Lee.

In the Spring of the same year, with the help of the Allgäu-based promotion company Brainstorm, Jeff performed throughout Germany and Austria as support for the Freaky Fukin Weirdoz´s HULA! Tour.  Shortly after the tour, Brainstorm introduced Jeff to the newly founded Allgäu record company Corrosive Media which at the time was headed by Andreas Hagen (ex-Anscha singer).

During the summer of 1998, Jeff recorded his 3rd solo album Before then After at the Corrosive Media Studios based in Krugzell.  Before then After was a major development in Jeff´s unique trance-approach to the acoustic guitar.  The album, which also features tracks produced by Raik Hildebrandt and Toon Sengers, was recorded and engineered by the acid-trance producer Ben Air (Brainwasher, Dosenöffner).  Before then After received acclaimed reviews in Germany, England, and in the U.S.

6 months after the release of Before then After, Ben Air (Dortmund, Germany) arrived at Corrosive Media Studios where Jeff was now Promotion Director of Corrosive Media Records.  This time, Ben arrived with percussionist Niko Lai (Dortmund, Germany).  Ben and Niko spent the next 4 weeks recording and producing for their new acid-trance project Dosenöffner.  

Dosenöffner achieved great success with a live performance on the legendary satellite radio station EVOSONIC, as well as a special appearance at the Infinity party in Nachtshicht in Kempten.

During Dosenöffner´s rise to success, Niko found a clay pot sitting lonely in a dark corner of the Corrosive Media facility.  This clay pot was nothing other than a Nigerian percussion instrument called Udu.  As if this Udu were an extension of his own expression, Niko began tapping out polyrhythmic beats which echoed through the chambers of the studio.  Jeff happened to be nearby.  2 days later found Jeff and Niko practicing regimentally as a guitar and percussion duo. 

Shortly after the infamous Dosenöffner performance at Infinity, Niko and Ben returned to Dortmund.  Before parting ways, Dosenöffner secured a spot at the 1999 Pura Vida Summer Festival and Jeff invited Niko to perform with him at the same event.

As promised, the 1999 Pura Vida Festival proved to be an experience to remember.  Dosenöffner performed at the Boom Boom Zelt on Friday evening.  Their performance set a positive driving vibe that would permeate the rest of the festival weekend.  On Saturday, Jeff met up with Niko in the afternoon and the 2 musicians worked out the finer points of their performance later that day.  Shortly before their performance at 7p.m., Jeff and Niko informed festival organizer Stefan Wörhle that they have settled Floating Stone as the name of their project.  Stefan then announced Jeff and Niko as Floating Stone.  Although only “Jeff Aug” appeared on the flyer, Pura Vida´s festival-goers remember the duo´s name to this day.  After 2 encores and endless rounds of applause, Jeff and Niko had officially presented themselves to the Allgäu community.

2 weeks after Pura Vida, Jeff and Niko flew to the U.S. for a 3-month, 73-concert tour.  The U.S. tour as co-headliner with singer/songwriter Bill Inglis, mainly supported the Before then After release and the new Inglis album Buffalo, stretched from the East Cost to the West Coast and included performances in Washington, D.C., Seattle, San Diego, Nashville, and New York City.

In November 1999, Niko and Jeff headed back to Germany for their first headliner show at Jugendhaus St. Andreas (Korchenbroich) with co-headliner Substyle (Motor Music / Universal).  In a totally spontaneous move, Axel Terwerth and Hajue Eich of Überschall Radio Mönchengladbach recorded the Floating Stone performance.  Just before a radio interview on Überschall Radio the next day, Hajue presented Jeff with a copy of the concert from the night before.

From December 1999 to July 2000, Niko and Jeff performed sporadically at such Allgäu venues as Stilbruch, La Cucaracha, Sonthofer Kulturwerkstatt, Exit, and events such as the grand re-opening of the Janner Design studio in Immenstadt, art exhibits of the Kempten painter Frank Schwarz.  Allgäu was definitely nothing like the U.S.  Although crowds were always enthusiastic and fanatical about Floating Stone, many booking agents were afraid to take a chance on the strange, but beautiful music created by the esoteric-jazz duo.

September 2000 found Jeff and Niko on tour in the U.S. once again.  U.S. success for Floating Stone was never hard to come by.  In fact, at one venue, Floating Stone sold over 40 cds to a sold-out audience which contained only 30 people.  Venues ranged from large concert halls to small clubs and resorts.

In December 2000, Frank Bodewig recorded Floating Stone´s concert at the Galerie Café in Mönchengladbach.  The concert at the Galerie Café featured special guest vocalist Michael Front (singer from Banana Peel Buzz, ex-Cambodonum Inc.)  

2001 included many performances including Sonthofer Kulturwerkstatt and Kempten´s Esperanto.  Floating Stone performed in front of thousands at such events as 1001 Sommernacht (Rathausplatz Kempten) with Circus and Pura Vida (with Orange, Hypnotix, Rainer Von Vielen).  The year ended with peace concert commemorating the September 11th terrorist attack on the U.S.  The concert featured a heartfelt performance by Jamal (Kabul, Afghanistan) and Floating Stone (U.S., Germany) at Klecks in Kempten.

During the early part of 2001, Floating Stone began distributing self-made copies of their concert recorded in Korchenbroich (Nov. 1999).  By the end of the year, the demand for the live recording became so back-breaking (Jeff was burning 50 copies every weekend), that Floating Stone decided to release there 2 live recorded German performances in the form of a double cd called Segue.  “Segue,” a term used in classical music to describe a link between 2 musical passages, describes Floating Stone´s transition from a solo guitar project to a new band.  As a live album, Segue presents Floating Stone live and uncut and provides the musical bridge to the band´s first studio album to be released in 2003.

Life is a journey and all are invited to the segue.

www.JeffAug.com
